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ID NUMBER  TTCL_10 
PHD TITLE TEXTS, TRADITIONS AND CULTURES OF THE BOOK. ITALIAN 

AND ROMANCE STUDIES 
AVAILABLE 
POSITIONS 

5 fellowships with open research topic 

LINES OF 
INVESTIGATION OF 
THE DOCTORAL 
PROGRAM 

The PhD program in TTCL is an innovative, interdisciplinary, and 
internationally oriented doctoral program that offers a training path 
based on a multi- and interdisciplinary approach focused on the study 
of Italian (from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance) and Romance 
literary traditions as organized around the forms of the book, both 
manuscript and printed. At the center of the research is thus the literary 
work, conceived as the final product of aesthetic, historical-cultural, and 
material procedures. Starting from the concrete texts, including the ways 
and formats in which they were conceived and subsequently transmitted 
over time, the Doctoral program is based on the necessary transversality 
of studies, on an integrated approach that intersects literary history, 
stylistics, philology, and the history of the tradition of texts, the history 
of the manuscript and printed book, and the history of publishing. The 
areas and themes on which the members of its faculty can offer training 
and research preparation on par with the best international centers are: 

• Codicology and Latin paleography; 
• History of the printed book and private and public libraries; 
• Italian and Romance philology, also in a digital perspective; 
• Italian and Romance linguistics and lexicography; 
• Italian and Romance stylistics, metrics, and rhetoric; 
• History of Italian literature from the Middle Ages to the 

Renaissance; 
• History of intellectual groups and Western imagination from 

the Middle Ages to the Renaissance.  

The PhD program in Texts, Traditions, and Cultures of the Book. Italian 
and Romance Studies is aimed at students with a master's degree (or 
equivalent) in an area relevant to the disciplines it covers and who are 
highly motivated, have a solid personal preparation, diverse linguistic 
knowledge, and are eager to engage with multi- and interdisciplinary 
approaches. The PhD program aims to train highly qualified scholars 
and managers who can operate in the fields of linguistic, philological, 
literary, archival, and book historical research, thanks to the acquisition 
of notions, concepts, theories, and tools, including digital ones, to read, 
reconstruct, and critically and consciously interpret the historical, 
formal, and textual and cultural tradition dynamics that contribute to the 
formation and structuring of the Italian and Romance literary system. 
PhDs in Texts, Traditions, and Cultures of the Book: Italian and 
Romance Studies will be able to contribute to the advancement of 
research and teach in universities, and will be able to lead complex 
structures (such as libraries, archives, centers for text research) both 
public and private due to their analytical skills, general and comparative 
vision of problems, interdisciplinary approach, and international 
experience. Admission to the PhD program takes place through a 



competition based on qualifications, research project, and interview. 
The selection is based on the evaluation of the candidate's university 
career, motivations, and research project on the proposed research topics 
(max 60 points) and, for candidates admitted to the second phase, an 
interview (max 40 points). 

PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR 

Prof. Andrea Mazzucchi 

RESEARCH PROJECT  The research project, in Italian and English (max 3,500 words/21,000 
characters, including a brief bibliography, accompanied by an abstract 
of no more than 500 words should demonstrate the candidate’s 
knowledge of the state of the art of the field as well as scientific and 
methodological prowess; it will also serve to show the candidate’s 
research interests and how they fit within the broader lines of research 
promoted by the Doctoral Program in Texts, Traditions, and Cultures of 
the Book. The project does neither preclude nor foreclose the choice of 
the dissertation’s topic, which can be selected afterwards. Candidates 
are required to indicate the name of one or two potential thesis 
supervisors among the members of the faculty. 

COURSE LENGTH (IN 
YEARS) 

4 

ANNUAL GROSS 
AMOUNT OF THE 
SCHOLARSHIP 

€19,000 + 50% increase of the monthly installment of the fellowship for 
stays abroad (for a maximum of 12 monthly installments) 

RESEARCH BUDGET 10% of the fellowship in the first year, 20% of the fellowship in the three 
following years 

PROGRAM’S E-MAIL 
ADDRESS  

ttcl@ssmeridionale.it  
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